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Why the Greenland Ice Sheet is increasingly
melting and how this affects sea-level rise
or biogeochemical cycles in the Atlantic are
poorly understood. The changes in ice mass
balance are linked to albedo, an important
feedback to global temperature. Changes in
albedo, the response to ice surface darkening, PP 5 2005 Mt Exte
are controlled by variations in snowfice [ T T e
properties, the presence of anthropogenic .

black carbon or mineral dust, but also melt j
related fast changing, yet less well quantified
microbial processes.
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