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Most of the North-West Shelf of Australia today hosts only limited 
coastal fringing reefs and atoll-like shelf edge reefs. Little is known 
that during the Miocene this shelf was lined by a reef system rivaling 
in size the modern Great Barrier Reef. The development of this 
reef system from its initiation to its final demise at the Miocene/
Pliocene boundary is 
closely coupled to major 
climatic and tectonic 
changes. Its history will be 
outlined based on seismic 
and core data from IODP 
Expedition 356.


