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Cold water corals (CWC) are prominent archives for intermediate water mass dynamics. They 
occur in different settings and water depths along the continental margin. However, the ana- 
lysis of physical and hydrochemical water mass properties from CWC bearing locations in the 
NE Atlantic has revealed distinctive patterns. The presented compilation of data confirms the 
proposed control of temperature as well as the control of sea-water density on CWC growth.  
We found that DIC and the density of the sea water have a considerable influence on CWC  in 
the investigated locations. Among the constituents of the carbonate system, DIC of the am-
bient seawater seems to be one of the most 
important parameters indicating healthy, 
pristine, and large scale occurrence of CWC. 
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