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In this paper, I draw on fieldwork in the Barakholka (in Almaty,
Kazakhstan) and Kara-Suu bazaar (in southern Kyrgyzstan) to
illustrate how these rent-generating institutions have localized
patrimonialism through tumultuous renegotiations of property
rights. Multiple narratives of ruination echo through this process:
the bazaar as residue of a transition from communism; charred
remains in the wake of bazaar fires; violent clashes between
contenders vying for ownership and control.
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