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Conference - Gender and Conflict   
 Perspectives from Geographical Research

Conflicts have an impact on gender relations: they can 

reinforce or invigorate traditional patterns and alter or 

dissolve existing gender relations. Depending on the 

conflict phase, conflict situation and the degree and 

dimension of violence, they may also oscillate between 

these manifestations. The relationship with space is also 

changed along with these, while a change of living 

environment (e.g. the destruction of built environment, loss 

of essential infrastructure, changes in family composition 

and of social networks, physical threat, necessity of a 

relocation of residence) can alter societal, family or 

individual gender relations, for example in terms of gender 

division of labour and key norms and values.

The links between gender and conflict, violence or war 

relate not only to women but also to men. Subject areas are 

diverse and complex, and include:

•  Changes of gender relations and roles as well  
 as of vulnerability in regard to situations of   
 conflict escalation, open conflict, during flight,  
 life in refugee camps, in situations involving  
 migration and diaspora, and in the 
 reconstruction phase

• Exposure of individuals or their relatives to   
 physical, psychological and symbolic violence  
 (e.g. military service, forced recruitment,   
 torture, sexual abuse, forced prostitution and  
 sexual exploitation, deprivation)

• The construction and deconstruction of   
 gender images (e.g. women as victims and   
 men as aggressors)

• Changes in gender-specific access to 

 allocations and authoritative resources   

 leading to changes in action spaces and   

 scopes of action

• Gender-specific effects of a loss of protection  

 from violence due to the deterioration of   

 social values, social networks, and a protective  

 infrastructure

Apart from changes in spatial usages, conflict situations 

tend to cause boundary violations in material, social, 

psychological or symbolic spaces, while new social, 

psychological and material transition spaces emerge and 

everyday or longer-term patterns of mobility change.

Geographical research offers different approaches for 

analyzing this range of topics. Political geography, 

geographical conflict research and gender research, all have 

different conceptual orientations, different starting points, 

concepts and theories, and also different methods for 

addressing the field of conflict and gender.

This conference encourages the exchange of different 

perspectives on this subject, especially those related to the 

field of geography, and will also examine the compatibilities 

of geographical approaches with research on conflict and 

gender from other disciplines. The focus of the conference is 

the presentation of current research results, discussion of 

theoretical approaches and concepts – including concepts 

and strategies in development cooperation – and 

exploration of further relevant questions as well as the 

analysis of and reflection upon applied methods of research 

that are suitable for the sensitive research activities in the 

context of conflict and gender.

Venue:
Seminarhaus MEVENTUM Berlin 
Triftstr. 67 (near Genter Str.)
D - 13353 Berlin

U-Bahnhof Leopoldplatz  (U9 / U6) / U6 +S Wedding (Ring) 

Conference package:
For free 

Number of participants is limited. For registration 
please send an email to: narges.lankarani@fu-berlin.de 

Contacts:
Jun.Prof. Dr. Dörte Segebart
Fon +49 (0) 30 - 838 70 226
E-mail: doerte.segebart@fu-berlin.de 

Dr. Simone Rettberg
Fon +49 (0) 30 - 838 70 226
E-mail: simone.rettberg@fu-berlin.de

Narges Lankarani 
Fon +49 (0) 30 - 838 70 244  
E-mail: narges.lankarani@fu-berlin.de 

Freie Universität  Berlin
Institute of Geographical Sciences  
Malteserstr. 74-100 
D - 12249 Berlin 
Fax: +49 (0) 30 – 838 70 750
Internet: http://www.geog.fu-berlin.de


