
 

 

 

Why this project?  

The Berlin-Brandenburg region is one of the driest ar-

eas in Germany. Both in terms of the availability and 

quality of water, climate change is altering the risks 

for the six million people in this region, e.g. in the fre-

quency and intensity of extreme events such as 

droughts and floods. As a transdisciplinary research 

initiative of the Berlin University Alliance, the  

Einstein Research Unit Climate and Water under 

Change (CliWaC) is dedicated to investigating these 

water-related risks of climate change in the Berlin-

Brandenburg region. 

Method 

The contribution of the DRU consists of a historical-

sociological analysis of the perception and reaction 

structures of rural and urban population groups and 

institutional actors in Berlin-Brandenburg to water-

related risks since the 18th century. An environmen-

tal history of water in Berlin-Brandenburg reveals so-

cial vulnerabilities as well as phenomena of resilience 

and agency. 

Innovation 

CliWaC brings together social and natural science as 

well as practical expertise of local actors to develop 

mitigation and adaption measures against climate 

change impacts. The historical-sociological sub-pro-

ject of the DRU offers new perspectives on how cur-

rent climate policy structures came to be and reveals 

social resources.  
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Contact information: 
Prof. Dr. Martin Voss 
Email: martin.voss@fu-berlin.de  
Tel.: +49 30 838 72613 
https://www.cliwac.de 

  

 


