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• indexed in recognized directories and indexed by common quality-
controlled databases 1

• peer review process is well described, adequate and satisfactorily

• articles have a DOI (digital object identifier)

• editors are identifiable, manuscript handling is described

• retraction policy, archiving policy available

• costs are clearly stated

Quality indicators

1 z. B. Zeitschriftendatenbank (ZDB), Elektronische 
Zeitschriftenbibliothek (EZB), Journal Citation Reports (JCR); 
databases e.g. Scopus, Web of Science)

https://zeitschriftendatenbank.de/startseite
https://ezb.uni-regensburg.de/
https://jcr.clarivate.com/jcr/home
https://www.scopus.com/
https://www.webofscience.com/wos/
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Traditional, closed 
access journals

Hybrid
closed access, with 
open-access-option

Open Access 
open access 
articles only
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Icons made by Freepik from www.flaticon.com

Hybrid
closed access, with 
open-access-option

Open Access 
open access 
articles only

http://www.flaticon.com/
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https://doi.org/10.1186/s12916-015-0469-2

https://doi.org/10.1002/nur.21640

http://gunther-eysenbach.blogspot.com/2008/03/black-sheep-among-open-access-journals.html

https://doi.org/10.1186/s12916-015-0469-2
https://doi.org/10.1002/nur.21640
http://gunther-eysenbach.blogspot.com/2008/03/black-sheep-among-open-access-journals.html
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https://www.daserste.de/information/reportage-dokumentation/dokus/videos/exclusiv-im-
ersten-fake-science-die-luegenmacher-video-102.html

https://www.sueddeutsche.de/wissen/wissenschaft-tausende-forscher-publizieren-in-pseudo-journalen-1.4061005

https://www.zeit.de/2017/11/fachzeitschriften-fake-forschung-wissenschaft-betrug-publikationen

https://www.daserste.de/information/reportage-dokumentation/dokus/videos/exclusiv-im-ersten-fake-science-die-luegenmacher-video-102.html
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/wissen/wissenschaft-tausende-forscher-publizieren-in-pseudo-journalen-1.4061005
https://www.zeit.de/2017/11/fachzeitschriften-fake-forschung-wissenschaft-betrug-publikationen
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APC: open access

subscription: closed access

APC: open access

„other“ funding: open access

APC: article processing charges

Hybrid
closed access, with 
open-access-option

Open Access 
open access 
articles only

Business models
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Publish in this journal!

Be guest editor of this special issue!

Please review this article!

Time pressure!
Inconsistencies!
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421 Journals

229 Journals
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The blanket categorisation of the major open access publishers MDPI and 
Frontiers as "predatory" is causing particular uncertainty among researchers. The 
two publishers are indeed frequently criticised. Their business model is extremely 
focussed on growth, very fast publication processes and automation. […]

The TU9 Libraries and Swiss libraries have conducted a survey that looks at the 
perception of quality assurance processes at the most important publishers, 
including MDPI and Frontiers. The final report of the study highlights critical 
points, but it is difficult to derive a blanket condemnation of the two publishers as 
"predatory".

Translated from: Predatory Journals: Brauchen wir noch mehr Negativlisten? May 2023 , https://blogs.tib.eu/wp/tib/2023/05/24/predatory-journals-brauchen-wir-noch-mehr-negativlisten/

TIB-Blog: 
Predatory Journals: Brauchen wir noch mehr Negativlisten?

https://blogs.tib.eu/wp/tib/2023/05/24/predatory-journals-brauchen-wir-noch-mehr-negativlisten/
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April 2023

https://doi.org/10.17170/kobra-202304057786

https://doi.org/10.17170/kobra-202304057786
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Universität Kassel: 
Institutes were asked to compile lists of up to 20 MDPI journals that they 
regard as reputable in terms of quality and for which they would like to 
continue to receive support from the university open access fund. 

TIB Hannover: 
MDPI under observation: up to a maximum of 500 Euro per article.

Medizinische Hochschule Hannover, Medizinische Fakultät of TU München: 
no funding of MDPI-Articles

What libraries do
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https://thinkchecks
ubmit.org/journals/

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals/
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