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Introduction

The current situation in Africa shows the urgent need to improve
management and development capacities towards sustainable
managemenbf watersheddor keepingandincreasingof livelihoodlevel
One major bottleneck of increasing managementand development
capacitiesis the communication gap between different stakeholder
groupswhich are involved in integrated watershedmanagement(IWM)
(seefigure 1) activities

Projectconcept

The project is addressingthese communication gaps through the
conductionof researchand developmentactivitieson IWM amongall
stakeholdersin the three partner countries (see figure 2). Joint
activities will be conducted in defined watersheds in close
cooperationwith existingwater resourceausersassociationsThus all
stakeholderslearn and practice the conceptand implementation of
IWM on the spot Thedefinedwatershedserveas'livinglaboratories:
teaching learning researchand result implementationof real living
challenge®f rural communities

Figure2: TheAfricanpartner countrieswhere knowledgeexchangebout WM and activitieson
IWM are carriedout (adaptedfrom: http://www.fao.org/geonetwork/srv/en/main.home,
http://glcf.umiacs.umd.edu, http:Avww.vdstech.com/map_data_world.htjn

Projectgoals

This project aims at bridging the communication gap between the
different stakeholdergroupswhich are operating integrated watershed
managementoncepts

T scientistéresearchers

T practitionergdecisiongnakers(e.g.regulatoryauthorities
extensionists, etc.)

T localpopulationlivingin the watersheds
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Figurel: Model of awatershed (modifiecafter
Google2009)

Projectactivities

Severahctivitiesshallbe conductedto reachthe projectgoals
a) Setup of livinglaboratories
b) Collationof relevantgovernmentprocessesand mechanisms
c) Design ofnteractivee-learningenvironment/WM

d) Conductionof shortcoursesandappliedresearchon IWM inthe
livinglaboratories

Projectpartners

Partneruniversitiesof the projectare:
T Kenyatta University, Nairoldenya
T University Yaounde |, Yaoundeameroon
T University of Cape Town, Cape Town, South Africa
T United NationsUniversity, Bonn, Germany
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